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FROM THE PRINCIPAL

End of Term 3

This is the last newsletter for term 3 and | take this
opportunity to wish all students and staff a happy and safe
holiday break. During these 10 weeks of term we have seen
students accept with enthusiasm the diverse challenges
presented by their teachers and the focus on PERSISTENCE
(You Can Do It theme for the term) has been most evident.
This is also my last week at Lara Lake Primary School as the
Acting Principal. | have really enjoyed this role and found the
Lara Lake Primary School community to be both friendly and
focused—one which really embraces the importance of
preparing our young people for successful lives. Thank you
to all who have made me feel such a welcomed and
respected member of the LLPS community and | will take
with me many positive memories and learnings from my time
here. | wish you all well for term 4 and beyond.

Planning week at LLPS

During this last week, teaching staff have been productive
both completing term 3 work tasks, whilst also planning
strategically for term 4. Some changes to our regular
‘timetable’ have been necessary to achieve this and our
students have shown resilience in managing these
arrangements. Lots of exciting, engaging and challenging
activities lie ahead in term 4 for our students!

School Raffle

Our raffle winners were drawn at last Friday's assembly by
our School Council President, Andrew Bernoth. This
fundraiser has been an outstanding success with a final profit
of $7,323.05 achieved. Winners of the plasma TV, The
Nintendo Wii and the Ipod Nano were most excited and we
thank all who purchased tickets and also those who sold
tickets.  Our Junior School Council have made some
recommendations to School Council re how best to maximise
the benefits of the profits of this community event.

Building Education Revolution Projects:

Oval refurbishment (National School Pride Project)

| take this opportunity to acknowledge the outstanding
support of our contractor SmartGrass, to complete this
wonderful resource. Their generosity to contribute to the
playing fields perimeter works (crushed gravel and a very
significant quantity of Smart Grass product) has been
fantastic! How fortunate we have been to have engaged a
company with such evident community spirit and pride in
their work—thank you Smart Grass!

Multi Purpose Hal (Primary Schools of the 21st Century)

As noted previously, projects in this Round 2 group are being
retendered. We still anticipate a commencement to

this project in the first half of term 4, with completion
during 2010. Any updates/news from the Education
Department will be passed on via future newsletters.

Victorian Student Number (VSN)

Our school is working with the Department of Education
and Early Childhood Development to allocate a VSN to
each student at the school.

The VSN is a student identification number that is being
assignment to all students in government and non-
government schools, and students in Vocational Educa-
tion and Training Institutions. The number, which is
unigue to each student, will be used as a key identified
on a student’s school records, and will remain with the
student throughout his or her education, until reaching
the age of 25. The VSN is nine digits long. Randomly
assignment and tied to stable information about the
student (name, gender, date of birth).

The introduction of the VSN will provide the capability
to accurately detect patterns of student movement
through, and departure from, the Victorian education
and training system. It will greatly improve the collec-
tion and analysis of timely and accurate data about
education and Victoria. The Department collects infor-
mation to track improvements made to the education
system, identify areas that require further improvement,
and to analyse trends and identify future needs. The
VSN will improve the accuracy, reliability and complete-
ness of this information, providing a better basis for as-
sessing needs and developing policies to meet them.
You will see the VSN appear on student report cards,
enrolment confirmations, and exit confirmations.

If you want to know more about the VSN please see:
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/management/
governance/vsn/overview.htm

Identifying Information and Phone Numbers

Please keep the office informed if you move address or
change phone numbers. When a student is ill we need
to be able to contact parents or emergency contacts
easily.

Thursday 17th—Footy Day
Remember to wear your special foot-
ball colours tomorrow (Thursday)
and enjoy your special ‘Footy Pie’
lunch.




The Education Department and LLPS does not neglyssadorse the

Current Excursions Last Day for Payment advertisements published in this newsletter.

Graduation Bear 17th September
$15.00 TENNIS COACHING: Lara Tennis Club (Walkers Rd)
Middles Camp 18th September Tuesdays and Fridays after school. Group tennis coaching:
4th Instalment $50.00 from $72 per term (5 children per class)
Due to organisationa! requirements,_ _if NOTES and 4-6 year olds: Super tennis,
PAYMENT are not received by the specific date, your child @715 year olds: Hot Shots Tennis (Tennis Australia Pro-
will unfortunately miss out. . . "
gram). 13 years plus: Squad training and competition play.
Private Tennis Lessons: (All Ages) One on one with the
LOST White cockatoo. ‘Harry’ took off in the wind Saturday || coach. All Hot Shots enrolments will receive a Tennis Aus-
12th September from Rennie Street. Will probably land in || tralia T-shirt.
someone’s back yard looking for food. He talks and has a ring || Holiday Tennis: Sep 21-23 9.30am-11.30am Call to make
on his leg. He will be difficult to catch as he is wary of people. || 3 booking. Classes are taken by a Tennis Australia Quali-
Please call Christy on 52826163 or 0408 380471 if you see || fieq coach who carries a working with Children Card.
him, even if you don’t catch him—so | know he is 0.k. Thanks. Ladies tennis coaching: Tuesday mornings 9.30am-
10.30am. For more information call Andrew on 0400 803
066 or email ngs_sports@optusnet.com.au

GEELONG GRAMMAR SCHOOL HOLIDAY PRO-
: ) T

GRAM Join us at the Handbury Centre for Wellbeing fCﬁ'PSDmOsaurshow Story Challenge ® \
for our School Holiday Program for children of the Gee- The Dlnos prswr the chalengevin ioericH
long community. dur Dance " katen Alive -
We are offering a variety of sports and group exercise e S Ao s e o
activities for students in Grade 4-6. e R ngfguﬁlnhsaa;gne
The sessions will be held at our state-of-the-art indoor Thursday 1 october e e —
sports centre which includes a 25 metre indoor pool, 50 Loarmon St Gusenseit Name-_____________
> i Thursday 1 October Address-____________
fithess centre, group exercise room and a sports hall! 2.30pm Age

« e . . Grovedale Community Centre ~ ~  ———————————— -
Activities include:  Aquatics, Polo Hockey, Basketball, :3::;4;;::{%;:: Phonero__________
Ultimate Frisbee, Badminton, Indoor Soccer, Spin Cy- e e o ot o itoer ot 0o 09
cling and Boxing Circuits. Groups will move through to a
different activity every half an hour. _
For further information contact the Handbury Cen- : Gelong Sty Library - 7® School lfoliday

. at Corio, Geelong West, Newcomb T5222 mz R l’“}gr dll
tre: Ocean Grove Libraries. For all holiday program a Sepiember 2009

www.geelonglibraries. .

Werribee Open Range Zoo Adventures & Zoo Explores H  oliday Program
It's that time of the year again! The school holidays are fast approaching and once again
Werribee Open Range Zoo will be running our Zoo Adventures and Zoo Explorers school
holiday programs.
This is a holiday program like no other!
The program caters for children aged 5-12 years, whilst the Zoo Explorers program ca-
ters for teenagers aged 13-17 years. Both programs are fun, hands-on, educational ex- |
periences.
Behind the Scenes experiences, hands-on animal interactions and incredible safari tours—the Zoo adventures are
guaranteed to add a sense of fun and excitement to any school holidays!
Werribee Open Range Zoo is a not for profit organisation that heavily relies on the support of schools and the local
community to help promote the educational experiences.
Beastly Behaviours—Tuesday 22nd September  Have you ever heard of a frog that sits still when you pat it?
Monday 28th September Or a lion that will let you cut its nails without eating you first?
Endangered Faeces—Monday 21st September Have you ever thought of becoming a poo detective?
Thursday 24th September This is one for the senses, so bring along your best nose,
Tuesday 29th September  fingers and eyes to help you unravel the clues that
j will lead you to some amazing endangered species.
9.30am—3.30pm BYO lunch Age 5-12 years old $58. Booking and pre-payment essential.
Ph 1300 9667 842 www.zoo.org.au/learning. Zoo adventures make fantastic presents!
Gift vouchers available.
We are also running an amazing zoo Explorers program for 13-17 year olds...

Lara Secondary College will be hosting Japanese students in November. HOST FAMILIES NEEDEDB- dates are 5
November to 9 November. For further information - please call: Jenny on
5248 5385 / 0439 654 939




AVWARDS

YOU CAN DO PRINCIPAL STAR STUDENT
IT
Amber SRO Patrick SRO | Jasmine PCA
Jasmine MLY Riley SLI Joshua PFR
Jacinta MQU Tanisha SLI Sophie JKE
MNI Brooke SRO | Charlotte JPL
Nicholas MTH Tahlia SRO | Taleesha MLY
Ben JRO Jessica MLY | Taylah MLY
Bailey JSM MNI Shinea MQU
Taylah JHA Trent MQU | Lily SBA
Owen JKE Chloe MTH | Kaitlyn SBA
Gabby JDO William JRO | Nicholas SLI
Hannah PCA Jayvee JSM | Georgia SLI
William PFR Bianca JHM
& .| Caitiin SCH | Natasha JKE
Lt [ Apri SBA | Kai JDO
/_@ Connor SCH Nathan PCA
Toby PAS Chloe SCH
Lochlan MKE Taylah SCH
Darcy SCH
— Lost Property—Uniforms
Reflections from Assembly Benjamin PFR The lost property box has a lot of
On Friday 11th Tahlia W and my- Josh SLI items in it, which will be recycled
self hosted assembly. | was so Josh K] into the 2nd hand uniform cup-
scared at the start and | had but- 0S board if you don’t come and col-
terflies, but when | started | felt Claire SRO lect your items before 2.30pm
great. Hosting assembly was Friday 18th September.
really fun and | will never forget it. Brooke SRO
| will do it again, definitely. Jennifer SBA All named items are returned,
By Stephanie B—SLI however un-named items, which
Kyle SRO includes bike helmets, drink bot-
Christine SBA tles, toys etc. will be sent to an
Reflections from Assembly op-shop or recycled.
Last week Stephanie B and | did | | J&Ss€ PAS
assembly. It was really scary Jan SCH
because everyone was staring at
you. After a while though | wasn’'t | | Damon MKE
as scared. Bradley SKI
By Tahlia W—SLI
Makayla SKI
Sunsmart Science
Term 4 is a Sunsmart Term and school provided bot- | | The blue whale can produce the loud- [
tle green broad brimmed hats are to be warn whilst | |est sound of any animal. At 188 deci- [
outside. bels, the noise can be detected over
Hats can be purchased over the counter at the office | |800 kilometres away.
for $8.00. No hat, then no playing outside in the sun. Facts from: http://ekosblog.justwhat.net

We'd like to wish everyone a safe and happy holiday and we’ll see everyone back for
Term 4 on Monday 5th October to begin class at 9.00am.




LARA LAKE PRIMARY SCHOOL RAFFLE

CONGRATULATIONS! And the winner is
1st Prize (127cm Viera Full HD Digital Plasma TV) Mikaela Gordon
2nd Prize (Nintendo Wii Console & 2 games) Julie Gratton C/- Josh Berry

3rd Prize (Ipod Nano 8gb) Becky Gray
Thank you to everyone for taking part in our super duper raffle and helping us to raise much needed funds for our

wonderful school.

Health and Physical Education
During Health and PE week 19"™-23" October we will be running a number of activities to promote being healthy and
active. On Tuesday 20" October will be Jump off day for the jump rope for heart. Students will be
receiving sponsorship forms this week so they can begin raising funds over the holidays. It is not
compulsory to gain sponsors, that is an option for students. There are some really cool prizes to
receive depending on the amount raised, if they wish to organise sponsorship.

During the jump off day each department will come out to the oval for an hour to participate in a
range of long rope, short rope and jumping activities. All students will participate in the skipping and
the skills are currently being taught in PE.

We will also be participating the Walktober walk to school day—date still to be advised.

There will also be a range of activities being run by senior students outside during recess and lunch-
times in October. Disappear

Face to face with Facebook —A parent information article

Social networking sites like Facebook are an increasingly popular way for people to stay in touch, and schools and par-
ents are seizing the possibilities they present. The NSW Education Department, for example, has a Facebook group for
parents and carers at http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=26898771271&ref=mf%22. It's described as a place to
find "useful information to help you through school life".

You'll find more about how Facebook is being wused by some schools by looking at:
http://www.ourschool.ca/connecting-with-parents-using-facebook-what-does-it-mean-to-be-a-digital-parent.html.

More Tips for Parents— Helping Children with Reading

Becoming a good reader is essential to success at school, and the groundwork is well and truly laid in the home.

Here is a video podcast from Canada where a couple of parents talk about how they make reading a special family
experience ... http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/abc123/eng/podcast/bedtimePod.html

Helping children get organised

Parents often lament their children's disorganisation when it comes to school matters. http://www.education.com/
reference/article/Ref Ten Ways Help Your/ has 10 tips that may help (as you'd hope, it's a well-organised list!) Why
is it so important? As the site explains,

"Developing good organizational skills is a key ingredient for success in school and in life. Although some people are by
nature more organized than others, anyone can put routines and systems in place to help a child 'get it together' " .
What follows is the overview. Go to the site itself for explanations of specifically how and why these tips work.

Have a look at the work of Angie Wilcock . She’s a parent-educator-consultant who runs workshops helping parents
with things like transition to school, organisational and time management skills, essay and assignment writing and so
on. She was recently invited to appear on the TV show Mornings with Kerri-Anne to talk about her work and she was

quite a hit. Angie’s website is http://www.highhopes.com.au

Useful Information

As of last month, the Herald Sun newspaper now features a regular column of information and advice from the Department
on important parenting and education issues. The columns appear every second Wednesday and contain practical advice
and handy tips for mums and dads interested in all aspects of their child’s learning, growth and development.

Columns will cover topics such as effective parenting skills, vocational pathways for your child, and using the internet safely.
Each column will also provide a link to the Department’s website, so that you'll know exactly where to go to find out more
information.




